John W. Crunk 1787-1851

John W. Crunk was born in 1787 in Henry County, Virginia. About 1810 he moved from North Carolina back to Henry County, Virginia where he married his first wife, Elizabeth Letcher Scales. Shortly, thereafter, he and his wife followed her family to Williamson County, Tennessee where each of their children were born and where Elizabeth died about 1820.

In June 1821 John took as his second wife Jerusha Corzine daughter of Abel Corzine who was born about 1800 in Cabarraus County, North Carolina. One of Jerusha’s brothers, Judge Shelby Corzine, came to Texas in 1835 from Alabama and settled in San Augustine. Prior to his untimely death in 1839 he served as a senator in the First Republic of Texas Legislature, as a committee member helping to write the First Texas Constitution and was elected Judge of the First Judicial District which encompassed the San Augustine District. As Judge, he granted his friend, Sam Houston, his controversial divorce from Eliza Allen of Tennessee.

John and Jerusha Corzine Crunk moved their young family to Harrison County about 1840 where Jerusha died in 1849. In an unusual legal maneuver John asked the court to grant him a life estate in his wife’s probate.  This maneuver is thought to have paved the way for inheritance of Jerusha’s estate to fall to his children by her rather than be shared by his children from his first wife who had already inherited from their mother’s family.
One of John’s sons from his first marriage, Nicholas Scales Crunk, arrived in Texas in time to fight in the Battle of San Jacinto and was a life long resident of Texas. 

John died in Harrison County, Texas sometime in January or February 1851.

Children of John W. Crunk and Elizabeth Letcher Scales

Susan Washington Crunk Mar 1828 Thomas H. Old

Nicholas Scales Crunk Mar 1 Lavina Pratt Mar 2 Emaline Rice

Richard Crunk Mar 1835 Nancy L. Hardeman

Joseph Henry Crunk Mar 1 Eunice Ragson Mar 2 Ascenetta Corzine

Children of John W. Crunk and Jerusha Corzine

Isabella Shelby Crunk Mar 1848 Sampson McCown

Herschell Crunk Mar 1 Martha A Smith Mar 2 Mary Jane Floyd

William Crunk Mar 185- Emily P. Smith

Elizabeth B. Crunk Mar 1850 Henry Meriweather Hood, Jr.

Novaline Crunk Mar 1852 William R. Poag

