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Visit your chapter on the
web for the latest event
information:

www.thomasjrusk.org

Contact the chapter by
mail:

P. O. Box 797625
Dallas, TX 75379-7625

RSVP for events to:
donstevenson
@swbell.net

or by phone:
972-934-2513

Plan to attend our next
chapter event.

We hope to see you there!

Dallas Texian

Sept 11th Guest Speaker:
President General L. Vaughn Oliver, KSJ

Electronic Engineering from UT Arlington, and later graduated with a MS in Com-
puter Science.

Vaughn continues to serve the community in The Sons of the Republic of Texas,
American Legion, Weatherford Central Christian Church, Texas Society Sons of the
American Revolution, Sons of Confederate Veterans, Boy Scouts of America, and the
Philmont Staff Association. Vaughn is an Eagle Scout, OA Vigil,
received a Council Heroism Certificate, the District Award of
Merit, and was awarded the Silver Beaver from the National Coun-
cil of the Boy Scouts of America, Longhorn Council. He has
served on several staffs for Wood Badge, Walking Wood Badge,
several National Jamborees, two World Jamborees, and a decade on
staff at Philmont Scout Ranch. He is a member of Chapter 36, Eph-
raim M. Daggett Chapter, Fort Worth and has served as Chapter
President. Currently he is serving as the SRT President General
and is on the Speakers Bureau. Vaughn has been honored by sev-
eral President General’s List, Certificates of Appreciation, The

L. Vaughn Oliver, KSJ

Vaughn served a four-year enlistment with the US Air Force, graduated with a BS in

Sons of the Republic of Texas Distinguished Service Award, and is
a SRT Knight of the Order of San Jacinto.

A retired college professor, he is a volunteer at the National Archives - Record Ad-
ministration and a Cubmaster. His hobbies include hunting, computers, and fly fish-
ing. Vaughn and his wife, Janiece, of more than 40 years, live in Weatherford. She
has membership in the Daughters of the Republic of Texas, the United Daughters of
the Confederacy and the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion. They have three children and four grandchildren.

The 3rd quarterly meeting of the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter # 8 for 2008 is Thursday,
11 Sept 2008, atMar ga u x 6 s ,R¥ FurtlalGreekaBIvd at Irving Blvd. The
Cash bar opens at 6:30pm with dinner at 7:00pm. The cost is $22 per person, pay by
cash or check at the door. Dress is business casual. RSVP by e-mail to donsteven-
son@swbell.net or by phone at 972-934-2513. All RSVP’s are required by 8 Sept.

Chapter Presiden

Summer is over. Many of you have enjoyed trips and travels and
schools are starting again. This is a good time to start a new habit of
attending your SRT Chapter. Since all members are interested in
Texas history and Texas Folklore, the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter offers
a unique opportunity to enjoy food, fun and fellowship with kindred
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Chapter Presi deéncontinuedle s s

The National President of the Sons of the Republic of Texas, Vaughn Oliver will be our speaker in
September. Vaughn brings an interesting insight into the operations of SRT and community involvement.
Vaughn has been an active Boy Scout member and leader most of his life and is always entertaining. I know
you will enjoy his program.

In June we presented the National SRT essay contest winner, Jacob Vandermeer with his plaque, award
and check. You likely saw his picture in the Texian along with National President Oliver and yours truly. Boy,
what a bad picture of me. But, the photographer had little to work with!

We also presented an SRT Eagle Scout Award to Matthew Chalmers Forney. We have at least one more
Eagle Scout Award to present in September and maybe one or two others.

Our June speaker was Pierre “Pete” Normand who brought a very interesting program on the effects of
Masons and Masonry on the Republic of Texas. Pete was entertaining and stayed late to discuss details with
several other “experts”.

Mark your calendar now and plan to attend the September 11" meeting. When you do, you’ll want to
come again and again. We all look forward to seeing and meeting you!

TJR 2008 Meeting Schedule

The meeting dates and speakers for Thomas J. Rusk Chapter 8 are as follows:

Thursday, 11 Sept 2008 - Vaughn Oliver , plus we will honor Past Chapter Presidents
Thursday, 11 December 2008 - Leonard Cloud

Thursday, 12 March2009 - Car ol Tayl or, her topic wil

TJR Officer Profile 3 Mic Barnette, Vice Presndent

Mic Barnette, owner of Barnette’s Family Tree Book Company, attended Southwest
Texas University, now called Texas State University, where he obtained a degree in history,
political science and education. He has been actively engaged in genealogy since he was 16
years of age. He has written numerous articles which have appeared in many national, state
and local magazines, newsletters and quarterlies. In addition, for over ten years, from 1994
to 2004, he penned a widely read award winning historical-genealogical column in
Houston’s leading newspaper, the Houston Chronicle. Mic currently works as a library
associate in the Genealogy Department of the Dallas Public Library and volunteers at the
Plano Public Library’s Haggard Library in Plano.

Since the 1980’s Mic has conducted professional genealogical research, taught - '
genealogical classes and lectured on genealogical topics while residing in New Orleans, Mic Barnette, VP
Louisiana, Atlanta, Georgia, and Houston and Dallas, Texas. His research has taken him to
every state of the South, Washington, DC and Salt Lake City. He has addressed genealogical organizations in
nearly every Southern State and three National Genealogical Society conferences, those of Portland, Oregon,
Houston, Texas and Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

As webmaster Mic administers several websites including one for his online genealogical bookstore, one
containing many of his past columns, the Barnett Surname DNA Project and the Great Galveston Storm
website where he is attempting to identify the 5,000 to 10,000 people who lost their lives in the 1900
Galveston Storm. He, also, has a project attempting to identify as many Texas born and Texas resident Free
People of Color as possible.

Mic is a member of the Sons of the Republic of Texas, the Sons of the Confederacy, the Sons of the
American Revolution and is an Admiral in the Texas Navy.
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