
      As 2008 comes to a close, we look back on our activities and enjoy 

all of our accomplishments and lament any failures. Thomas J. Rusk 

Chapter has had a fantastic year that was made possible by an 

outstanding group of Officers that worked as a team and had fun 

spreading the thrill of Texas History to anyone that would listen. 

      We’ve had three really interesting programs 

Dec 11th Guest Speaker 

Don Raney Presents  

“Martin Varner, Texas Pioneer 1785-1844” 
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Chapter President’s Message  

Martin Varner migrated down the Mississippi River from Warren County, Ohio 

and arrived at Jonesboro on the Red River in 1817. He married the daughter of a new 

settler in 1818 and settled on the north bank of the Red River in present Choctaw 

County, Oklahoma. This land was declared to be Indian Territory in 1820 and he was 

among the 200 squatters who were evicted by US Army soldiers from Fort Smith. He 

joined Stephen F. Austin’s first colony in 1821 to become one of the “Old Three Hun-

dred.” He settled on his league in Brazoria County in 1824 where he established the 

first distillery in Texas in 1829.   

He participated in the Battle of Velasco in 1832 and served on the Baggage Detail 

at the Battle of San Jacinto on April 21, 1836. He returned to East Texas to settle near 

Fort Lyday in Lamar County. In 1841, he moved south to become the first settler in 

present Wood County. 

  
Donald Raney is a sixth generation Texan and has been an ac-

tive genealogist for over 30 years. He has spoken frequent  at many 

genealogical society meetings in East Texas, Houston and the Dal-

las/Fort Worth Metroplex. On the national level, Mr. Raney pre-

sented sessions at GENTECH, Federation of Genealogical Socie-

ties, Angelina College Genealogy Conference and The Genealogi-

cal Institute of Texas. He is a life member of the San Jacinto De-

scendants and past director of GENTECH and the Dallas Genealogical Society’s 

Computer Interest Group. A registered professional engineer, Mr. Raney graduated 

from SMU with a BS in Civil Engineering and completed a long professional career 

with Lone Star Gas Company before retiring in 1997 as Chief Engineer.  

Continued on page 2 David B. Dibrell 

Donald Raney 

The 4th quarterly meeting of the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter # 8 for 2008 is Thursday, 11 Dec 2008, at 

Margaux’s Restaurant, 150 Turtle Creek Blvd at Irving Blvd. The Cash bar opens at 6:30pm with 

dinner at 7:00pm. The cost is $22 per person, pay by cash or check at the door. Dress is business casual.  

RSVP  by e-mail to donstevenson@swbell.net or by phone at 972-934-2513.  All RSVP’s are re-

quired by 8 Dec. 

http://www.thomasjrusk.org/
http://www.margauxsdallas.com/
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and speakers; we recognized Eagle Scouts and participated in the presentation of essay winners for the national 

contest. The national SRT Officers have been attentive and joined us at every meeting. Our Secretary, Don 

Stevenson, has done an excellent job producing our newsletter on a timey basis. Our Historian, David Temple, 

has worked diligently to assist the many new members that have joined our Chapter in 2008. So far, 29 new 

members have joined Thomas J. Rusk Chapter in 2008. Kudos to these hard workers plus Jim Nyfeler has 

maintained excellent accounting records while Mic Barnette coordinates our speakers and plans for next year. 

The Committees have functioned reasonably well. Dick Brown, Chairman of the Nominating Committee 

will bring his report in December and we will install those new Officers to lead this Chapter in 2009. 

Our September speaker was Vaughn Oliver, our National President General. Vaughn brought an 

interesting program and brought many details of happenings at the national level. Our North Texas District 

Representative, Duane Blair, has attended most of our meetings also. Don Stevenson and I heard Duane give a 

talk at the Mesquite Chapter. Our own Past President Nathan White gave an excellent program to the Plano 

Daughters of the Republic of Texas meeting in November. Several Thomas J. Rusk Officers attended to 

encourage Nathan. 

Mic and Don have been working to schedule more excellent speakers for 2009. Thomas J. Rusk Chapter 

is excited and exciting. Mark your calendar now and plan to attend the December 11th meeting. When you do, 

you’ll want to come again and again. We all look forward to seeing and meeting you! 

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your President this year. It is a pleasure as well as an honor to be a 

part of this prestigious organization. We have a great group of Officers and the Past Presidents are awesome. 

Chapter Presidentôs Message ð continued 

TJR 2008-2009 Meeting Schedule    
The meeting dates and speakers for Thomas J. Rusk Chapter 8 are as follows: 

Thursday, 11 December 2008  - Don Raney,  “Martin Varner, Texas Pioneer 1785-1844”  

Thursday, 12 March 2009  -  Carol Taylor,  “Mercer’s Colony” 

Thursday, 11 June 2009   

Thursday, 10 Sept 2009 

Thursday, 10 Dec 2009   

 
My 4th great grandfather, Isaac Reynolds, arrived in the Republic of Texas with his fam-

ily by July 1836 when he served three months in Captain William Scurlock's Company of 

the Army of the Republic of Texas.  In 1838 he received a certificate for one league and one 

labor of land. He lived in Cherokee County most of his life as a farmer. Following his death 

in 1873 his children filed for his benefits under a Republic of Texas pension. 

 

After five generations of Texans, my father and I were both born out of state but our 

fathers returned us to the Lone Star State as fast as they could.  I grew up in Dallas schools, 

earned a BBA from The University of Texas and an MBA from The University of North 

Texas. I serve as the Chief Credit Officer of a bank in Dallas where I’ve worked for the past 

26 years.  I’ve always enjoyed history and enjoy genealogy and cycling.  I live in Coppell 

with Nancy, my wife of 28 years, and our three children. 

TJR Officer Profile ð David Temple, Historian 

David Temple 

TJR Chapter #8 Slate of Officers for 2009:  President, Mic Barnette; Vice President, Don Stevenson;  

Secretary, Jim Nyfeler: Treasurer, David Temple; Historian, Gary Miller; Chaplain, Tim Gibson 


