
Hello Fellow SRT Compatriots: 

 

I wish to thank you for allowing me to serve as 2010 

President of your Thomas J Rusk, SRT Chapter. We have a 

fantastic group of officers for the coming year and we are all 

enthusiastic about Texas History - just ask any of them! Our Texas 

heritage and history is important to all of us.  

March 11th Guest Speaker 

Steve Landregan 

ñFather Michael (Miguel) Muldoonò 

Volume 6, Issue 1  

Dallas Texian  

Your 2010 Officers 

Don Stevenson 

 President 

Jim Nyfeler 

 Vice President 

David Temple 

     Secretary 

Bobby Quillen 

     Treasurer 

Bill Forston 

     Historian 

Rick LaQuey 

     Chaplain 

Rusty Windle  

  Sergeant at Arms 

Visit your chapter on the 
web for the latest event 
information: 

www.thomasjrusk.org  

 

Contact the chapter by mail:  

933 Creek Crossing 

Coppell, TX 75019-6376 

 

RSVP for events to:  

bankerd@aol.com  

or by phone:  

972-745-6851 

 

Plan to attend our next 
chapter event.  

 

We hope to see you there! 

The Sons of the Republic of Texas ð Thomas J. Rusk Chapter  

20 February 2010  

CHAPTER PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

 

Steve Landregan is a native of Evansville, Indiana and 

grew up in Chicago.  He served in the Air Force during 

World War II and the Korean Conflict and came to 

Texas in 1951 when he was recalled into the Air Force. 

He earned a B.S. from SMU and an M.A. from the Uni-

versity of Dallas. He has served on the faculty of the 

University of Dallas, SMU, Our Lady of the Lake and 

Brookhaven College.  Steve was Hospital Administrator 

for ten years at St. Paul and Parkland.  He joined the 

Catholic Diocese of Dallas in 1966 as Editor of the 

Texas Catholic newspaper.  Steve subsequently served 

as Director of Communication, Director of Pastoral 

Planning and Research and Director of Diaconal Minis-

try and Formation. His retirement in 1996 was brief as 

he returned in 1998 as Archivist and Historian and has remained in that position. 

 

Steve is a member of the Texas State Historical Association, Texas Catholic Histori-

cal Society, Association of Catholic Diocesan Archivists and the U. S. Catholic His-

torical Society.  He enjoys writing and has authored six books including: Patriotic 

Pilgrimage (2004), Catholic Texans (2003) and Circuit Rider to Cathedral (2002). 

 

Continued on page 2 Don Stevenson 

The 1st quarterly meeting of the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter # 8 for 2010 is Thursday, 

11 March 2010, at Texas Land & Cattle,  Richardson.   SEE MAP ON PAGE 3. 

The Cash bar opens at 6:30pm with dinner at 7:00pm. The cost is $25 per person, 

pay by cash or check at the door. Dress is business casual.  RSVP  by e-mail to 

David Temple at bankerd@aol.com or phone at 972 745-6851.  All RSVPôs are 

required by 8 March. 

http://www.thomasjrusk.org/
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We want to involve our Chapterôs membership in promoting Texas history. In the past we have 

recognized previous Chapter 8 Presidents, Eagle Scouts who are relatives of our members, Texas history 

teachers and Texas History Essay Contest winners. We have promoted ñbring a book / take a book about 

Texasò to encourage our members to learn more about Texas. I challenge each of you to come up with 

additional ways to promote Texas History. Send your ideas to me. 

 

We have a wonderful opportunity to attend the SRT National Meeting April 9-11, 2010 in Tyler. It will be 

hosted by the Piney Woods Chapter. It is not often that we have a National SRT meeting so close to Dallas. 

I attended the meeting last year in Boerne and felt that it was very well represented by the San Antonio and 

Houston chapters and not so much by more distant chapters. I came away recharged to celebrate our 

heritage. Please see the SRT web site for this yearôs meeting details. I urge each of you to attend.  

 

Excellent speakers are scheduled for this coming yearôs meetings. At our March 11th meeting, you 

will learn about Catholic Texans. Steve Landregan, Archivist, Catholic Diocese of Dallas, will give the 

program. We meet at the Texas Land and Cattle Company on Central Expressway near Spring Valley. 

Make your reservation by March 6th. Attend this meeting and you will want to come again. We hope to see 

you there! 

 

Chapter Presidentôs Message ð continued 

Excerpt from the Texas Declaration of Independence 

March 2, 1836 
 

 

ñWe, therefore, the delegates with plenary powers of the people of Texas, in solemn convention assem-

bled, appealing to a candid world for the necessities of our condition, do hereby resolve and declare, that 

our political connection with the Mexican nation has forever ended, and that the people of Texas do now 

constitute a free, Sovereign, and independent republic, and are fully invested with all the rights and attrib-

utes which properly belong to independent nations; and, conscious of the rectitude of our intentions, we 

fearlessly and confidently commit the issue to the decision of the Supreme arbiter of the destinies of na-

tions.ò 
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DECEMBER MEETING REVIEW 

The quarterly meeting of the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter #8, Sons of the Republic of Texas was held Decem-

ber 10. 

 

Our speaker for the evening was Duane Blair, our North Central Texas Representative, who gave a pro-

gram on the James Stephen Bailey Collection of Texana.  James spent a considerable amount of time col-

lecting authentic Republic of Texas documents.  Duane described a sampling of the documents and cur-

rency found in the Bailey Collection. 

 

One artifact from the collection that James was most proud of was his copy of the Mexican Law of 1830, 

deemed the only copy held in private hands.  The only two other copies known to exist are in collections at 

Yale University and the Texas Archives in Austin, Texas.  This document was a major cause of the Texas 

Revolution as it made illegal the migration of any foreigner into Texas. 

 

 

 

 

 

MAP TO MARCH MEETING LOCATION 

Map to Texas Land & Cattle 

812 S. Central Expressway 

(N.W. Corner of Central Expwy and Spring Valley) 

Richardson, TX 

Meeting location for March 11 
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NEWLY ELECTED CHAPTER OFFICERS FOR 2010 
 

 

At the December meeting of the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter, 

new officers were elected for 2010.  Those officers are: 

Don Stevenson, President; Jim Nyfeler, Vice President; 

David Temple, Secretary; Bobby Quillen, Treasurer; Bill 

Forston, Historian; Rick LaQuey, Chaplain; and Rusty 

Windle, Sergeant-at-Arms. 

 

Many thanks to Past Chapter President Mic Barnette (seen 

here after presenting the Chapter President ribbon to 

incoming President Don Stevenson) for his service during 

2009.   

 

Past Historian-Gary Miller and Past Chaplain-Tim Gibson 

served well during 2009.  We hope they donôt go far and 

we look forward to seeing them at future meetings. 

Battle of Agua Dulce (March 2, 1836) 
 

Mexican General Jose Urrea planned to retake Goliad and led some 550 troops along the Texas coast from 

Matamoros.  Hearing Texians were in the area heading toward San Patricio, Urrea rode to intercept them.  

Dr. James Grant was leading his small group of men back north to San Patricio from a scouting trip to 

gather wild horses.  Slowed by the horses his group was herding, Dr. Grantôs party approached Agua 

Dulce Creek, some 26 miles south of their destination.  Dr. Grant, Ruben 

Brown and Placido Benavides rode ahead scouting for enemy troops and 

seeing none.  As the main Texian force approached two groups of trees 

near the creek General Urreaôs small group of 60 cavalrymen bolted 

from their cover. Surprised, many Texians were struck down before be-

ing able to return fire. Hearing the gunfire, Dr. Grant sent Benavides to 

Goliad to warn Fannin of the approach of the Mexican troops.  Dr. Grant 

and Brown rode to join their troops only to find most were dead.  In the 

confusion the wild horse herd stampeded and provided cover for Dr. 

Grant and Brown to escape.  Urreaôs troops gave chase and after 7 miles 

caught and surrounded Dr. Grant and Brown.  Dr. Grant was killed and a 

wounded Ruben Brown was captured.  While numbers vary for the Tex-

ian losses, 6 captured Texians were spared by General Urrea and sent on 

to a prison in Matamoros.  Six other Texians escaped the battle with 5 

fleeing to join Fanninôs fate at Goliad.  All were unaware Independence 

had been declared that same day. 

   


