
Greetings: 

 

I attended the SRT Annual Conference for the last two years and 

concern was expressed about the SRT Foundationôs strength.  The 

foundation had about $500,000 in deposits at the time of the April 

meeting.  The SRT Foundation is an entity that shields the assets of 

the SRT from possible legal action.  It also 
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It was illegal for Free People of Color (people of color 

who were not  slaves) to reside in the Republic of Texas 

and the State of Texas prior to the Civil War. In any 

case, Mic has identified over 250 surnames of individu-

als and families identified as being of color who resided 

in Texas during that time-frame. 

 

This informative and interesting talk will discuss the 

laws and some of the people involved. This talk will also 

be of interest to us, as members of the Sons of the      

Republic of Texas, because descendants of any of those 

Free People of Color in the Republic of Texas would be   

eligible for membership in SRT. 

 

Mic Barnette, immediate Past President of the Thomas J. 

Rusk Chapter, has been actively engaged in genealogy since he was 16 years old.  

He has written numerous articles appearing in national, state and local magazines, 

newsletters and quarterlies. From 1994 to 2004 he wrote a popular, historical-

genealogical column for The Houston Chronicle.  His interests include hosting   

websites for the Barnett DNA Project as well as his Galveston Storm Project and 

Free People of Color Project (for more see the September 2008 Dallas Texian). 

Continued on page 2 
Don Stevenson 

The 2nd quarterly meeting of the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter # 8 for 2010 is Thurs-

day, 10 June 2010, at Texas Land & Cattle,  Richardson.   SEE MAP ON PAGE 3. 

The Cash bar opens at 6:30pm with dinner at 7:00pm. The cost is $25 per person, 

pay by cash or check at the door. Dress is business casual.  RSVP  by e-mail to 

David Temple at bankerd@aol.com or phone at 972 745-6851.  All RSVPôs are 

required by 7 June. 

http://www.thomasjrusk.org/
http://www.thomasjrusk.org/Newsletter2008Sept.pdf
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uses some of its interest earned on its deposits to help support the National Office.  Many of its assets are 

irreplaceable historical documents and some are Republic era items and artifacts.  Last year a proposal was 

submitted suggesting members add a codicil to our real property deeds that when the property is sold a 

portion, say 5%, be paid to the SRT Foundation.  This year our Treasurer General, Robert Steakley, issued 

a personal, matching-gift challenge.  He is putting up $25,000.  What a wonderful thing to do!  We had 

$6,000 in matching pledges before we left the room!  I urge members to contribute to the SRT Foundation 

to help protect our heritage and our collection of historical items relating to the Republic of Texas period.  

And it is tax deductible!    

 

On the local level, the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter is making progress.  We had at least 4 new members this 

quarter due in-part to the efforts of our Historian, Bill Forsten, and other officers.  Our meeting place, 

Texas Land and Cattle Company, has proved popular with the membership.  We plan to recognize an Eagle 

Scout at one of our meetings.  We have a committee formed to ensure that Texas Independence Day will be 

celebrated at the Hall of State at Fair Park in Dallas next year - it will be the 175th anniversary!  

 

Plan to attend the June 10th meeting.  We have great speakers and interesting members.  Come and you 

will want to join us again and again. We all look forward to seeing you there. 

 

God Bless Texas! 

Chapter Presidentôs Message ð continued 

TEXAS INDEPENDENCE DAY 2011 
 

 

As mentioned at last meetingôs announcements, the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter of the Sons of the Republic 

of Texas is working to promote and sponsor a commemoration ceremony in recognition of Texas Inde-

pendence Day at the Hall of State in Fair Park. There is also hope that we can get a proclamation from the 

City of Dallas in recognition of the Texas Independence Day in the City of Dallas.     Although the details 

are still to be worked out, the idea was also floated and warmly received by the Executive Committee of 

the Sons of the Republic of Texas at the National Convention that was held last spring in Tyler.  The in-

tent of the ceremony is to recognize and remember those who gathered at Washington on the Brazos and 

declared Independence and forged a government. It is especially fitting that we begin a new tradition in 

the City of Dallas on this upcoming Quartoseptcentennial (broken down as quarto- (¼) x sept- (7) centen-

nial (100 years) = 175 years) of the founding of the Republic of Texas. 

A committee has been formed to support these efforts.  The members of that committee are:  President 

Don Stevenson, Vice-President Jim Nyfeler, Treasurer Bobby Quillen, and Tim Gibson. 

Also the committee would like to give a mighty TEXAS THANK YOU to Chaplin Rick LaQuey for gra-

ciously donated $100.00 as the first contribution to this effort as seed money to this effort. 
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MARCH MEETING REVIEW 

The quarterly meeting of the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter #8, Sons of the Republic of Texas was held March 

11 at Texas land and Cattle, Richardson. 

 

Our speaker for the evening was Steve Landregan, Archivist and 

Historian of the Catholic Dicocese of Dallas, who gave a well re-

ceived program on Catholic Texans.  Steve presented a number of 

stories of early Texas and history of the Catholic Church in what 

became the Republic of Texas. He discussed the missions of San 

Antonio and their importance, some being original missions further 

east and relocated to San Antonio.  These early missions were  

placed near the border of French lands to bring the natives to Chris-

tianity.  Presidios were often located nearby to protect the missions 

and the border. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAP TO JUNE MEETING LOCATION 

Map to Texas Land & Cattle 

812 S. Central Expressway 

(N.W. Corner of Central Expwy and Spring Valley) 

Richardson, TX 

Meeting location for June 10 

Mission Concepcion was originally established in 1716 as 

Nuestra Señora de la Purísima Concepción de los 

Hainais.  Located  near Douglas on the east bank of the 

Angelina River, it was moved to San  Antonio in 1731. 

Originally established in 1691 as San Fran-

cisco de los Tejas near Augusta on the east 

bank of the Neches River, the mission was 

moved to San Antonio in 1731 as Mission 

Espada. 
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ARE YOU A DESCENDANT? 
.(Reprinted from the Star of the Republic Museum Vol. 35 No. 2 2010) 

 
Star of the Republic Museum located at Washington on the Brazos is launching a long-term genealogical 

project to identify living descendants of the 59 men who signed the Texas Declaration of Indepen­dence at 

Washington-on-the-Brazos in 1836. Volunteers from the Daughters of the 

American Revolution and the Daughters of the Republic of Texas will be 

gathering genealogies and tracing the lineage of these heroic men. 

Descendants will be recognized in March 2011 in com­memoration of the 

175th Anniversary of the signing of the Texas Declaration. If you would 

like more information about this project, please contact the Museumôs 

Curator of Collections and Exhibits, Dr. Shawn B. Carlson, at 

scarlson@blinn.edu. 

ñTime Traveling Through Texas:  

Madam Powell / Powell Tavern Centennial Marker Rededicationò  

By Tim T. Gibson  

 
On Saturday May 1st I was able to attend the rededication of the Madam Powell centennial marker. This marker 

erected in 1936 as one of the hundreds erected for the Texas Centennial. Although many are located on public lands 

and right of ways, many are located (as was this one) on private lands. This particular marker is located on the 

Wednt Ranch. The Wednt ranch is a combination of cattle ranch and rice fields. It is a recognized centennial farm of 

Texas - meaning that the family has been working the land for over a hundred years.  

 

The ranch occupies the former major crossroads of pre-republic Texas. This land is where the roads to San Felipe, 

Atascosito, Matagorda, Brazoria, Columbia, and Oldfort (current day Richmond, TX) crossed. This is where the 

Widow (aka Madam) Powell ran a tavern for travelers. The tavern hosted a who's who of Texas revolutionary fig-

ures. William Barrett Travis noted that he paid 64 1/2 cents for a nightôs stay.  

 

The centennial marker reads: ñBuilt before March 21, 1831, when the 

land was granted to her. This point marks the most eastern advance of 

Urrea's army and the most southern advance of Santa Anna, who 

turned east from here to the Brazos and San Jacinto. Here the Mexican 

Army encamped after the Battle of San Jacinto.ò  

 

However it never states the true significance of the historical impor-

tance of the place. It is here that Santa Anna camped on his way to San 

Jacinto. It is also here that after Santa Annaôs defeat and capture that 

the bulk of the Mexican Army gathered. Generals Filisola and Urrea 

had a junto and decided to withdraw back to the Colorado River to re-

group before a possible new campaign to rescue Santa Anna. Right 

after leaving this place, the torrential rains combined with the gumbo soil around the forks of the river created the 

ñMar del Lodoò that is so well described by Dr. Greg Dimmick in his book The Sea of Mud. Having just read The 

Sea of Mud, I was looking forward to seeing the lay of the land where all of this transpired.  

 

According to The Sea of Mud, it was a little southwest of town where the Mexican Army was destroyed by the mud. 

Continued on Page 6 


