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Not many folks realize the First Texas Navy
was formed in 1835. Dick Brown, Past
President of the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter,
will speak to us on September 9 about the
Texas Navy.

Your 2010 Officers
¢ Don Stevenson
President
e Jim Nyfeler
Vice President

Dick joined the Sons of the Republic of
Texas through his ancestor, John Hermodi-
us Thurmond, a Baptist circuit rider. After

e David Temple . . .
P his arrival in Texas Thurmond went on to

S it K .
« Bobby Q;;: e found numerous BaptlsF chu'rches in the
Treasurer Refugio/Hallettsville/Victoria area as well

¢ Bill Forston

as the First Baptist Church in San Antonio.

Historian
* RicklLaQuey Dick has also been commissioned an Admiral in the modern Texas Navy
sty W?:;Z'am by the State of Texas and currently serves as the President of the Texas

Navy Association.

Sergeant at Arms

Visit your chapter on the
web for the latest event
information:

The 3rd quarterly meeting of the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter # 8 for 2010 is Thurs-
day, 9 September 2010, at Texas Land & Cattle, Richardson. SEE MAP ON
PAGE 3. The Cash bar opens at 6:30pm with dinner at 7:00pm. The cost is $25 per
person, pay by cash or check at the door. Dress is business casual. RSVP by e-
mail to David Temple at bankerd@aol.com or phone at 972 745-6851. All
RSVP’s are required by 6 June.

www.thomasjrusk.org

Contact the chapter by mail:
933 Creek Crossing
Coppell, TX 75019-6376

RSVP for events to:

bankerd@aol.com

¢ CHAPTER PRESI DENT"

or by phone:
972-745-6851

Greetings Fellow Sons of the Republic of Texas:

Plan to attend our next

chapter event. This last quarter we have made good progress. Quite a few people

have shown interest in joining our organization. We have worked
with several potential members on their SRT

applications. Additionally we have several new applications which
Don Stevenson | were forwarded to our SRT National Office

We hope to see you there!

Continued on page 2


http://www.thomasjrusk.org/

Chapter Presi—totimied S Me

for approval. We have at least 3 pending applicants. We have several new members. And we have some at-
large members who have said they would affiliate with our chapter. But we have lost a few members also,
like John Samuel Byrd, deceased.

We have two Eagle Scouts to recognize: Jeffery Westerheide, Jr. and Justin Daddona. Please help us
update our chapter ancestral section on our web site by adding information for your ancestor from the days
of the Republic.

At our Thomas J. Rusk meeting on September 9, 2010 hear Past Chapter President Dick Brown speak on
the “The Texas Navy”. Come and enjoy good fellowship with other Texans who cherish our heritage. We
all look forward to seeing you there.

God Bless Texas!

TEXAS INDEPENDENCE DAY 2011

As mentioned in the June meeting’s announcements, the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter of the Sons of
the Republic of Texas is working to promote and sponsor a commemoration ceremony in recognition of
Texas Independence Day at the Hall of State in Fair Park. A meeting was held at the Hall of State on June
11" to discuss ideas regarding a 175™ Anniversary celebration / ceremony / commemoration for a Texas
Independence Day to be held on March 2™ at the Hall of State. Don Stevenson, Jim Nyfeler and Tim Gib-
son were able to meet with Jack Bunning, the Director of the Dallas Historical Society. The DHS are the
custodians of the Hall of State.

Jack agreed with us that it is totally fitting and appropriate that an event be held. This is also the
75™ anniversary of the Hall of State. Along with the event / celebration on March 2, we are promoting a
resolution from the City of Dallas / Mayor’s office. We have received formats and language from other
chapters that have successfully created resolutions for local and state governmental offices. Jack men-
tioned that since the Mayor’s wife is on the executive committee of the Dallas Historical Society, that he
does not feel that it will be too hard to get a resolution created and passed. We also talked about how the
Sons of the Republic of Texas would like to see this as a start to a traditional yearly event at the Hall of
State. This tradition could build to the Bicentennial in 2036.

At this point we are on the calendar of the Dallas Historical Society and the Hall of State for an
event on Wednesday March 2, 2011 at the Hall of State. What is still to be determined is the Whoand
Whatand Wherein
the Hall R~ £
event
place.
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JUNE MEETING REVIEW

The quarterly meeting of the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter #8, Sons of
the Republic of Texas was held June 10 at Texas land and Cattle,
Richardson.

Our speaker for the evening was Mic Barnette, immediate Past
President of the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter. His presentation focused §
on “Free People of Color in Texas Prior to the Civil War” and was
developed through research Mic has conducted in records covering
this time period. He has been able to document over 250 names of
people who resided in Texas during this timeframe. Through vari-
ous vagaries of law, colonization, immigration of families and their
“property”, individuals who either identified themselves or were
identified in the records as of color.

The Ashworth Law forbade free people of color from entering the Republic of Texas. If
they were there they had two years to leave. Authorities had the power to evict them from
the republic if they did not post bond. But they could also be sold into slavery if they did
not abide by the law.

MAP TO SEPTEMBER MEETING LOCATION
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ARE YOU A DESCENDANT?

.(Reprinted from the Star of the Republic Museum Vol. 35 No. 2 2010)

Star of the Republic Museum located at Washington on the Brazos is launching a long-term genealogical
project to identify living descendants of the 59 men who signed the Texas Declaration of Indepen-dence at
Washington-on-the-Brazos in 1836. Volunteers from the Daughters of the
American Revolution and the Daughters of the Republic of Texas will be
/ ?jé /o gathering genealogies and tracing the lineage of these heroic men.
%% Jﬂ%ﬂw Descendants will be recognized in March 2011 in com-memoration of the

/

G ?Z ” MZ% . 175th Anniversary of the signing of the Texas Declaration. If you would
y, 7 M@”{/ Sheas like more information about this project, please contact the Museum’s
ow wrinZiom

G e Zromf Vst Curator of Collections and Exhibits, Dr. Shawn B. Carlson, at
/”%#7%’%’/ o3 scarlson@blinn.edu.

Francisco de Miranda and the Texas Revolution

Born on March 28, 1750, in Caracas, Venezuela, his father, Sebas-
tian de Miranda Ravelo, was a wealthy merchant from the Canary
Islands. His mother, Francisca Antonia Rodriguez de Espinoza, was
a wealthy Venezuelan. Miranda enjoyed a wealthy upbringing, at-
tending the finest private schools. Miranda was not necessarily a
member of high society growing up, as his heritage was continually
put into question by the Criollo aristocracy. As a consequence of
that, Miranda grew up conceited and arrogant and used the false title
of "Count of Miranda" in Russia and Sweden.

Miranda bought himself a commission as a General of the Spanish

Army around 1771 and later became interested in the American Rev-

olutionary War, while serving as Captain of the Aragon Regiment

and aide-de-camp to General Cajigal y Monserrat. Under Cajigal,

Miranda participated in the 1781 Battle of Pensacola, which saw

British West Florida fall into Spanish hands, and was promoted to

lieutenant colonel. He participated in the Capture of the Bahamas

and carried news of the island's fall to his superior Bernardo de Galvez. Galvez was angry that the Baha-
mas expedition had gone ahead without his permission and he imprisoned Cajigal and had Miranda arrest-
ed. Miranda was later released, but this experience of Spanish officialdom may have been a factor in his
subsequent conversion to the idea of independence for Spain's American colonies.

Miranda returned to the United States in 1783, where he met, among others, George Washington, Thomas
Paine, Alexander Hamilton, Henry Knox, and Thomas Jefferson, embarking from Boston for England on
December 15, 1784.

Traveling throughout Europe from 1786 —1790 attempts were made by diplomatic representatives of Spain
to abduct Miranda in England. It was in this time Miranda began to solidify his ideas about the Page 6
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NEW THOMAS J. RUSK CHAPTER MEMBERS

Name Hometown Ancestor

John Anderson Stoneham II Dallas, TX

Matthew Alexander Strickler Frisco, TX

James Henry Wood Charlotte, NC Robert Wooding Chappell

MEMORIAL TO FALLEN MEMBERS

John Samuel Byrd

SOUTHWESTERN HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

In July 1897, the Texas State Historical Commission began publication of a quarterly magazine devoted to
Texas History. Each issue contains four or five articles, along with reviews of books concerning Texas
history. It’s highly readable topics furnish historians and genealogists with some of the best sources avail-
able, written by everyone from university professors to contemporary journalists, from personal letters de-
scribing events and everyday living in Texas, from it’s earliest days to the present. It’s not only the finest
research source, but the articles are mostly very readable for the layman, professional researcher, or the
casual reader. Many libraries contain complete, ongoing, collections of this work, along with an index of
subject, author and title of the articles over the years. The Texas State Historical Association, publisher of
the Southwestern Historical Quarterly, and now the publishers of the Texas Almanac has relocated to the
University of North Texas. This valuable historical resource is now in our own back yard. I encourage
everyone to make use of it.

Tables of contents of some previous issues are now available online at:
http://www.tshaonline.org/publications/journals/shqg/toc/index.html

BOOK SHARING- REMINDER

Last year, a book-sharing activity was initiated , and this activity is encouraged. Members are encouraged
to bring a book or two to share. Take one home with you to read, bring it back at a future meeting and we
will have an active “lending library” develop.

Please bring your extra copies of Texas history or lore to share. Perhaps you will find one yourself,
to take home and enjoy.

Volume 6, Issue 3 Page 5




Continued from page 4ndependence of Spanish territories in South America. Later on, Miranda made his
home in London and settled down briefly. During this earlier time in London he met Colonel William S.
Smith, secretary to John Adams's American Legation.

From 1791, Miranda took an active part in the French Revolution. He briefly served as a general in the
French Revolutionary Army, fighting in the 1792 campaign in the Low countries. Miranda was arrested in
April 1793 and accused of conspiring against the republic. Though indicted before the Revolutionary Tri-
bunal he was declared innocent. He was arrested again in July 1793 and remained in prison until January of
1795. With no more illusions about France, or the Revolution, he left for England in January 1798.

His life has long been associated with the struggle of the Spanish colonies in Latin America for independ-
ence. Miranda envisioned an independent empire consisting of all the territories that had been under Span-
ish and Portuguese rule, stretching from the Mississippi River to Cape Horn. This empire was to be under
the leadership of a hereditary emperor called the "Inca", in honor of the great Inca Empire. He conceived
the name Colombiafor this empire, after the explorer Christopher Columbus.

With informal British help, Miranda led an attempted invasion of Venezuela in 1806. At the time Britain
was at war with Spain, an ally of Napolean. In November 1805 Miranda traveled to New York, where he
rekindled his acquaintance with Colonel William S. Smith, who introduced him to merchant Samuel G.
Ogden (who would later be tried, but acquitted, for helping organize Miranda's expedition). Miranda then
went to Washington for private meetings with President Thomas Jefferson and his Secretary of State James
Madison, who met with Miranda but did not involve themselves or their nation in his plans. Miranda pri-
vately began organizing a filibustering expedition to liberate Venezuela. Among the volunteers who served
under him in this revolt was David G. Burnet of the United States, who would later serve as interim presi-
dent of the Republic of Texas after its secession from Mexico in 1836. This expedition turned back and
Britain reached peace with Spain.

After Venezuela achieved de factoindependence on April 19, 1810, when a junta was established and the
colonial administrators deposed. The Junta sent a delegation to Great Britain to get British recognition and
aid. This delegation, which included future Venezuelan notables Simon Bolivar, persuaded Miranda to re-
turn to his native land. There he agitated for the provisional government to declare independence. By the
end of the year the Venezuelan provinces elected a congress to deal with the future of the country, and Mi-
randa was chosen as a delegate. On July 5, 1811, it formally declared Venezuelan independence and estab-
lished a republic.

Economic crisis and natural disaster convinced much of Venezuela to turn on the new government. Do-
mingo Monteverde led the royalist army to negotiate and armistice with Miranda’s forces. Miranda
planned to leave the country for Britain but his plans were foiled by others.

Then-Colonel Simon Bolivar and others arrested and handed Miranda over to the Spanish Royal Army.
Bolivar's reasoning was that "if Miranda believed the Spaniards would observe the new treaty, he should
have remained to keep them to their word; if he did not, he was a traitor to have sacrificed his army to it..
Ironically, it was by handing over Miranda to the Spanish that Bolivar assured himself a passport from the
Spanish authorities which allowed him to leave Venezuela unmolested.

Francisco de Miranda never heard of the Revolt against Mexico by Texians for he died in a Spanish prison
cell outside of Cadiz in 1816. He was buried in a mass grave, making it impossible to identify his remains,
so an empty tomb has been left for him in the National Pantheon of Venezuela. His plans to liberate Span-
ish colonies located in the Americas touched thousands of lives including Presidents of the United States.
But his ideas had effects on others including one David G. Burnet. Burnet fought in both Chile in 1806 and
Venezuela in 1808 before returning to the U.S.. A seed had been planted in the mind of the future Interim
President of the Republic of Texas. It grew into a fight for independence.
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Announcements

The Texas State Historical Association
One Hundred and Fifteenth Annual Meeting
March 3-5, 2011
El Paso, Texas

Make plans now to attend the Texas State Historical Association's 2011 Annual

. Meeting. The 115th annual meeting will be held March 3-5, 2011 at the Camino
_ " .. Real Hotel in El Paso, Texas located at 101 South El Paso Street in El Paso, Tex-
: ‘\.‘“ as, just 15 minutes from the airport. A map with driving directions from the air-

i}::"\{;: port is available.
LRI
1y,
TR ‘! The 2011 Annual Meeting program will be mailed to members and posted to the
{ website by January 2011. The TSHA Program Committee, under the leadership
{ of Chair Joseph G. (Chip) Dawson is finalizing and excellent meeting program

3 with an incredible group of sessions on all aspects of Texas History.

Does the Chapter Have Your Current Email Address?
No?- Send a note to the Secretary: David Temple at bankerd@aol.com

NOTICES FROM THE TEXIAN

July 2010 Issue of The Texian is now available at:
http://www.srttexas.org/Texian/2010/Texian-07_10.pdf

Remember: The dues for all members who are active duty personnel are WAIVED. Notify SRT office
by email, postal service or telephone.

Members can now update their information online and make donations. Go to www.srttexas.org

2010 - 2011 Essay Contest

The topic for the 2010—2011 Essay Contest has been announced, “The Battle of San Jacinto: Events Be-
fore and After the Battle” The Contest is open to graduating seniors in any high school. History, Govern-
ment and English students are particularly encouraged to enter. Authors of the top three essays submitted
will be the winners if the essays so warrant. First Prize is $3,000, Second Prize is $2,000 and Third
Prize is $1,000 The winning authors will be recognized and the prizes awarded by the Sons of the Re-
public at the 2011 San Jacinto Celebration in Houston. The prizes are scholarships to the college of the
author’s choice and are given directly to the student. The rules can be found on the SRT web site at :
http://www.srttexas.org/essay.html
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Announcements continued

SRT Calendar of Events

2010 Executive Board Meetings

September 141 Hampton Inn & Suites, 4617 7th Street, Bay City, TX;
(979) 2457100; Rate $99 plus tax

December 34 Hampton Inn, 7006 N. Navarro Street, Victoria, TX 77904
(361) 5739911, Rate $102

2010 SRT Events

September 18 Texian Navy Day
September 18 Monument Hill Remembrance Ceremony

October 2 The Battle of Gonzales

November 3 Stephen F. Austin’s Birthday (Fat her

November 20 Tomball Parade

2011 Annual Meeting

The Tremont House, 2300 Ship’s
(409) 5152127; Rate $139; Cutoff date: March 10, 2011

TJR 2010 MEETING SCHEDULE

Thursday, 9 September 2010- Dick Brown, The Texas Navy

Thursday, 9 December 2010— Gwin Morris, Director of Development, Buckner Home,

Baylor University in the Early Days of Texas

RememberWe meet at Texas Land & Cattle, Richardsdpee Page 3 for Map
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