
Greetings fellow Sons of the Republic of Texas: 

I can’t pass the opportunity to comment on the weather during 

the last few weeks.  Never let it be said that the weather is not 

the topic of conversation, whether it is the heat in the summer or 

the ice during the Super Bowl. 

Tim Gibson has been working with the Dallas Historical Society 

to spread the word of Texas history. In 

September Program Presentation by Jack Bunning of the 

Dallas Historical Society  

Texas! The Exhibition ï Is Coming to The Hall of State! 
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web for the latest event 
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www.thomasjrusk.org  

 

Contact the chapter by 
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4800 Pyramid Dr 

Plano, TX 75093-1915 

 

RSVP for events to:  

rlwindle@sbcglobal.net  

or by phone:  

972-247-7944 

 

Plan to attend our next 
chapter event.  

 

We hope to see you there! 

The Sons of the Republic of Texas ð Thomas J. Rusk Chapter  

1 Sept 2011  

CHAPTER PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Cowboys, immigrants, farmers, roughnecks: Texas has a history as large 

as the state itself! Explore the unique roles that Texas has played: as a 

Spanish colony, as part of the Mexican Frontera, as an independent Re-

public, and as the 28th state to join the Union. 

 

The speaker at the upcoming September 8th meeting will be the Executive 

Director of the Dallas Historical Society, Mr. Jack Bunning.  Mr. Bunning 

has over 25 years of experience in nonprofit 

manage- ment and leadership.  He was a 

director of the Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey 

Plaza for over 10 years and has been in-

volved in many local performing arts organizations as well.  

 

Mr. Bunning will speak on the current activities of the Dallas Historical 

Society – in particular the opening of the new exhibit at the Hall of State 

at Fair Park: Texas! The Exhibition.  This exhibit celebrates the 175th 

Anniversary of the founding of Texas by putting together for the first time 

rare artifacts of the time of the Republic and before, from such institutions as the Houston Museum of 

Natural Science, The Heritage Society, Houston, The San Jacinto Museum of History, the Dallas His-

torical Society and The Torch Collection, Houston.   Mr. Bunning will also talk about the opportuni-

ties for volunteering during this exciting time.   

Continued on page 2 
Jim Nyfeler 

The 3rd quarterly meeting of the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter # 8 for 2011 is Thurs-

day, 8 September 2011, at Texas Land & Cattle,  Richardson.   SEE MAP ON 

PAGE 3. The Cash bar opens at 6:30pm with dinner at 7:00pm. The cost is $25 per 

person, pay by cash or check at the door. Dress is business casual.  RSVP  by e-

mail to rlwindle@sbcglobal.net or phone at 972-247-7944.  All RSVP’s are re-

quired by 5 September. 

http://www.thomasjrusk.org/
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March, a proclamation was submitted to and signed by the Dallas City Council to recognize the 175th 

Anniversary of Texas Independence. Then, coming in a few weeks, an exhibit of Texana material gathered 

from all areas of the state will be on display at the Hall of State.  Tim has been working with the Society 

for opportunities for our members to assist during this exhibit.  Come to our September meeting to hear 

what is in store for us. 

Our national SRT will be sending renewal notices for 2010 dues probably in late October. It is important 

for each member to remit your payment as quickly as possible as our chapter gets a rebate on dues paid by 

a certain date. That money is returned to our treasury for the benefit of our chapter and helps our bottom 

line. 

Be sure to send a biography of each of your Republic of Texas ancestors to our webmaster, Dick Brown.  

These will be posted on our website.  The biographies Dick posts show your honor and appreciation to 

those ancestors who paved the way for our present way of life. In addition they also bring historians, 

genealogists, and prospective members to our website to read about our ancestors.  

Please remember, your officers are interested in serving our chapter members and improving the manner in 

which we do so. Members with news, suggestions or comments are asked to contact any of our officers or 

me. 

In closing I would like to welcome to our newest chapter members, Norman Craig Blake, Joe Wallace 

Bridges, Jr, and Lucas Carl Elam. 

 

If you haven't done so, please look at the latest The Texian, the newsletter of the Sons of the Republic of 

Texas.  It is full of interesting articles of current events around the state.  It can be found at:  

http://media.wix.com/ugd/fe24a1_e8132102f1ec36f2214c6bd635ee40b7.pdf?dn=0711+Texian.pdf 

 

Your officers are working hard to bring you articles and programs that may be interesting to you.  Once 

again, welcome everyone and gives us your ideas and feedback on how to improve the chapter. 

 

Jim 

 

God Bless America! and God Bless Texas! 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Presidentôs Message ð continued 

SUPPLEMENTAL  ANCESTOR CONTEST 
 

Our national SRT has implemented a Supplemental Ancestor Contest running during 2011. An award ac-

knowledging the member with the most supplemental applications submitted during the contest period 

will be presented by the President General at the Annual Meeting in March 2012. 

 

When one joins SRT they join on one initial qualifying ancestor. However, one may submit what is 

termed a supplemental application for each additional eligible ancestor who was a resident of the Republic 

of Texas whether they be man, woman or child. The criteria for a supplemental, as with one's initial ances-

tor, is that the ancestor must have been a resident of the Republic of Texas prior to the raising of the 

American flag in Austin on February 19, 1846. 

 

For more information on the contest or to submit a supplemental application contact our chapter Historian 

Rusty Windle at rlwindle@sbcglobal.net. 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/fe24a1_e8132102f1ec36f2214c6bd635ee40b7.pdf?dn=0711+Texian.pdf
mailto:rlwindle@sbcglobal.net
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JUNE MEETING REVIEW 

 

June Guest Speaker 

David Hanover,  

ñThe Cherokee War of 1839ò  
ñ 

The quarterly meeting of the Thomas J. Rusk Chapter of the Sons of 

the Republic of Texas was held in June at the Texas Land and Cattle, 

in Richardson. 

 

 

First Vice President General David Hanover, a member of the SRT 

Speakers Bureau, will present ―The Cherokee War of 1839‖ at the June 

9 meeting.  David’s interest in the subject stems from his living in Ty-

ler, about 15 miles away from the locations of the two-day Battle of the 

Neches and the death site of Chief Bowles.  He will take you on ―field 

trips‖ to several key locations related to the events, all in East Texas! 

  

 

David is a seventh-generation Texan and a charter member of the Piney Woods Chapter #52, Tyler.  Dur-

ing Texas History Month in March of each year, he assists the Daughters of the Republic of Texas in Tyler 

with fourth grade classroom presentations and tells the students about the ―Heroes of Texas.‖ He serves as 

chairman of the SRT Texas Navy Committee, helping to plan Texian Navy Day celebrations on the third 

Saturday in September of each year.    He is a member of the Sons of the American Revolution, the Sons 

and Daughters of the Pilgrims, and the Texas Navy Association. 

 

 
 

 

 

MAP TO SEPTEMBER MEETING LOCATION 

Map to Texas Land & Cattle 

812 S. Central Expressway 

(N.W. Corner of Central Expwy and Spring Valley) 

Richardson, TX 

Meeting location for September 9th 
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Ancestral Records of Our Own Members 

Isaac Reynolds 1793 - 1873 

Ancestor of David Temple 
 
ISAAC REYNOLDS was born about 1793 in South Carolina and moved to Giles County, Tennessee by 1810.  He 

served in the West Tennessee Militia during the Creek War, or part of the War of 1812.  He enlisted in Captain 

Thomas K. Gordon's Company of Spies in McCrory’s Regiment and took part in the Battle of Talladega in Alabama 

on 9 November 1813.  He married about 1812, probably in Tennessee. All of Isaac’s children were born there: 

Martha in 1813, Pollie about 1816, David about 1818, John B. about 1821, Isaac about 1825, Hiram about 1829 and 

Moses in about 1836.  

 

Isaac arrived in Texas by 4 July 1836 when he enlisted for three months service in Captain William Scurlock's 

Company of the Army of the Republic of Texas.  On 25 June 1838 he received a certificate from the San Augustine 

Land Board for one league and one labor of land.  He claimed this land in two parcels, one in Cherokee County and 

the other in Bastrop County.  He chose to reside in Cherokee county.   

 

On 15 November 1847 Isaac received a Bounty for his 1836 service in the Army of the Republic.  Shortly after his 

arrival in Texas his first wife died.  He married second Mrs. Temperance Short.  He would remain in Cherokee 

County most of his life as a farmer and filed for a War of 1812 pension there in October 1871.  Following his death 

on 5 January 1873 his children filed for his benefits under a Republic of Texas pension, which they were awarded. 

Patterson meets with Alamo caretakers 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas President, Patterson discuss 

Alamoôs future 
 

Jerry Patterson, Commissioner of the Texas General Land Office, met Monday with the leader of the Daughters of 

the Republic of Texas to discuss the future of the Alamo —  the ―Cradle of Texas Liberty.‖ 

Karen R. Thompson, president general of the 8,000-member Daughters of the Republic of Texas, and Patterson dis-

cussed the upcoming negotiations following the passage of legislation related to the operation and management of 

the Alamo by the 82nd Texas Legislature in May. 

  

―Commissioner Patterson and I had a very productive talk about the Alamo and its future,‖ Thompson said. ―I am 

confident that we will be able to work well with Commissioner Patterson and the Land Office to devise a contract 

for the Daughters’ continued management of the Alamo.‖  Patterson said Monday’s meeting was a good opportunity 

to meet with the Daughters of the Republic of Texas’ leadership and talk about the future. 

―The Daughters of the Republic of Texas certainly have the best interest of the Alamo at heart,‖ Patterson said. ―We 

look forward to working with them as we move into the next chapter of the Alamo’s long and storied history.‖ 

Thompson said the Daughters of the Republic of Texas and the Land Office will begin actual negotiations on a con-

tract in September after the formal enacting date of the legislation.  ―Right now, we’re listening and learning,‖ Pat-

terson said.  ―The Daughters have been involved with the Alamo for 106 years more than we have, so we’ve got a 

significant learning curve at the Land Office.‖  The Daughters of the Republic of Texas Board of Management have 

already met several times with Land Office officials to discuss Alamo operations and familiarize the agency with 

the shrine’s operation.  
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MEMORIAL TO FALLEN MEMBERS  

NEW THOMAS J. RUSK CHAPTER MEMBERS 

BOOK SHARINGï REMINDER 

Last year, a book-sharing activity was initiated , and his activity is encouraged.  Members are encouraged 

to bring a book or two to share.  Take one home with you to read, bring it back at a future meeting and we 

will have  an active ―lending library‖ develop.   

 

Please bring your extra copies of Texas history or lore to share.  Perhaps you will find one yourself, 

to take home and enjoy 

Name                            Hometown   Ancestor(s) 
 

Norman Craig Blake     Dallas, TX        George Washington Blake 

 

Joe Wallace Bridges, Jr.     The Colony, TX         John C. Hagan 

  

Lucas Carl Elam      Richardson, TX         William Williams 

 

SOUTHWESTERN HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 
 

In July 1897, the Texas State Historical Commission began publication of a quarterly magazine devoted to 

Texas History. Each issue contains four or five articles, along with reviews of books concerning Texas 

history. It’s highly readable topics furnish historians and genealogists with some of the best sources avail-

able, written by everyone from university professors to contemporary journalists, from personal letters de-

scribing events and everyday living in Texas, from it’s earliest days to the present. It’s not only  the finest 

research source, but the articles are mostly very readable for the layman, professional researcher, or the 

casual reader. Many libraries contain complete, ongoing, collections of this work, along with an index of 

subject, author and title of the articles over the years.  The Texas State Historical Association, publisher of 

the Southwestern Historical Quarterly, and now the publishers of the Texas Almanac has relocated to the 

John Byrd 
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The Galveston Hurricane 

September 8th, 1900 

 
The Hurricane of 1900 made landfall  on the city of Galveston in the U.S. state of Texas, on Septem-

ber 8, 1900. It had estimated winds of 145 miles per hour (233 km/h) at landfall, making it a Category 

4 storm on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale. It was the deadliest hurricane in US history, and the 

second costliest hurricane in US history based on the US dollar's 2005 value (to compare costs with 

those of Hurricane Katrina and others). 

 

The hurricane caused great loss of life with the estimated death toll between 6,000 and 

12,000 individuals; the number most cited in official reports is 8,000, giving the storm the third-

highest number of casualties of any Atlantic hurricane, after the Great Hurricane of 1780 and 1998's 

Hurricane Mitch. The Galveston Hurricane of 1900 is to date the deadliest natural disaster ever to strike the United States. By 

contrast, the second-deadliest storm to strike the United States, the 1928 Okeechobee Hurricane, caused more than 2,500 deaths, 

and the deadliest storm of recent times, Hurricane Katrina, claimed the lives of approximately 1,800 people.  

The hurricane occurred before the practice of assigning official code names to tropical storms was instituted, and thus it is com-

monly referred to under a variety of descriptive names. Typical names for the storm include the Galveston Hurricane of 1900, 

the Great Galveston Hurricane, and, especially in older documents, the Galveston Flood. It is often referred to by Galveston lo-

cals as The Great Storm or The 1900 Storm.\ 

Since its formal founding in 1839, the city of Galveston had weathered numerous storms, all of which the city survived with 

ease. Residents believed any future storms would be no worse than previous events. In order to provide an official meteorologi-

cal statement on the threat of hurricanes, Galveston Weather Bureau section director Isaac Cline wrote an 1891 article in the 

Galveston Daily News in which he argued not only that a seawall was not needed to protect the city, but also that it would be 

impossible for a hurricane of significant strength to strike the island. The seawall was not built, and development activities on 

the island actively increased its vulnerability to storms. Sand dunes along the shore were cut down to fill low areas in the city, 

removing what little barrier there was to the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

As severe as the damage to the city's buildings was, the human toll was even greater. Because of the destruction of the bridges to 

the mainland and the telegraph lines, no word of the city's destruction was able to reach the mainland.  At 11 a.m. on September 

9, one of the few ships at the Galveston wharfs to survive the storm, the Pherabe, arrived in Texas City on the western side of 

Galveston Bay. It carried six messengers from the city. When they reached the telegraph office in Houston at 3 a.m. on Septem-

ber 10, a short message was sent to Texas Governor Joseph D. Sayers and U.S. President William McKinley: "I have been depu-

tized by the mayor and Citizen's Committee of Galveston to inform you that the city of Galveston is in ruins." The messengers 

reported an estimated five hundred dead; this was considered to be an exaggeration at the time. 

The citizens of Houston knew a powerful storm had blown through and had made ready to provide assistance. Workers set out 

by rail and ship for the island almost immediately. Rescuers arrived to find the city completely destroyed. It is believed 

8,000 people—20% of the island's population—had lost their lives.  Estimates range from 6,000 to 12,000.  Most had drowned 

or been crushed as the waves pounded the debris that had been their homes hours earlier. Many survived the storm itself but died 

after several days trapped under the wreckage of the city, with rescuers unable to reach them. The rescuers could hear the 

screams of the survivors as they walked on the debris trying to rescue those they could. A further 30,000 were left homeless. 

The dead bodies were so numerous that burying them all was not possible. The dead were initially weighted down and dumped 

at sea, but when the gulf currents washed many of the bodies back onto the beach, a new solution was needed.  Funeral pyres 

were set up wherever the dead were found and burned for weeks after the storm. The authorities passed out free whiskey to sus-

tain the distraught men conscripted for the gruesome work of collecting and burning the dead.  More people were killed in this 

single storm than the total of those killed in all the tropical cyclones that have struck the United States since. This count is 

greater than 300 cyclones, as of 2009. The Galveston Hurricane of 1900 remains the deadliest natural disaster in U.S. history. 

To prevent future storms from causing destruction like that of the 1900 hurricane, many improvements to the island were made. 

The first 3 miles (4.8 km) of the 17-foot (5 m) high Galveston Seawall was built beginning in 1902 under the direction of Henry 

Martyn Robert. An all-weather bridge was constructed to the mainland to replace the ones destroyed in the storm. The most dra-

matic effort to protect the city was its raising. Dredged sand was used to raise the city of Galveston by as much as 17 feet (5.2 m) 

above its previous elevation. Over 2,100 buildings were raised in the process, including the 3,000-ton St. Patrick's Church. The 

seawall and raising of the island were jointly named a National Historical Civil Engineering Landmark by the American Society 

of Civil Engineers in 2001. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galveston_Hurricane_of_1900#cite_note-1#cite_note-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galveston_Hurricane_of_1900#cite_note-24#cite_note-24
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A cornerstone of the Save Texas HistoryÊ mission is map and document preservation and conser-

vation so generations of Texans may continue to benefit from our rich historical resources. 
 

¶ The maps and documents of the Archives are conserved in a professional process including dirt re-

moval, de-acidification, mending, flattening and meticulous repair. 

 

¶ Conserved documents are scanned at high resolution, posted online and used to produce high quality 

color prints for purchase. 

 

¶ More than 70,000 documents have been conserved but many others continue to age and deteriorate 

because of continuous use and poor early storage conditions. 

 

¶ Conservation efforts are funded solely by private donations and map reproduction sales. No state 

money is appropriated for document preservation. 

 

For more information on how to adopt an individual document, 

please contact Susan Dorsey  at (512) 463-5274 or  

susan.dorsey@glo.state.tx.us 

Does the Chapter Have Your Current Email Address? 

No?-  Send a note to the Secretary: JimNyfeler@verizon.net 

NOTICES FROM THE TEXIAN 
 

July, 2011 Issue of The Texian is now available at: 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/fe24a1_e8132102f1ec36f2214c6bd635ee40b7.pdf?dn=0711+Texian.pdf 

Remember:  The dues for all members who are active duty personnel are WAIVED.  Notify SRT office 

by email, postal service or telephone. 

 

Members can now update their information online and make donations.  Go to www.srttexas.org  

 

December 4-5 Executive Meeting 

Hampton Inn,  

7006 N. Navarro Street, Victoria, TX, 77904:  

(361) 573-9911 

Map: www.hampton.com  

http://media.wix.com/ugd/fe24a1_e8132102f1ec36f2214c6bd635ee40b7.pdf?dn=0711+Texian.pdf
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SRT Calendar of Events 
 

 

Executive Committee Meetings 
 

 

September 9,10    Drury Inn San Antonio near La Cantera,15806 IH-10 West, San  

     Antonio TX ;(210) 696-0800  

 

 

 

 Executive Board Meeting ï Victoria  
December 2, 3    Hampton Inn,7006 N Navarro Street, Victoria77904 361-573-9911  

 

 

 

2012 Annual Meeting ï Kerrville  
March 23-25     Y. O. Ranch Resort Hotel & Conference Center  

     2033 Sidney Baker (highway 16 Kerrville TX: 

     877-967-3767  

 

 

 

 

TJR 2011-2012 MEETING SCHEDULE  
 

                         

December -  TBA  

 

March,2012 - TBA 

 

June, 2012 -TBA  

 

Remember: We meet at Texas Land & Cattle, Richardson- See Page 3 for Map  

Announcements 


